
Workgroup to Study Partial Expungement - Meeting Minutes

December 14, 2021 | 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Virtual Meeting: meet.google.com/hrc-bxte-mgb

● Welcome

● Primary Workgroup Goal

○ The Workgroup shall study and develop a plan and legislative recommendations

for enabling the expungement of criminal charges that are currently not eligible

for expungement because of the requirements of § 10–107 of the Criminal

Procedure Article.

● Recommendations for Final Report

○ We cannot file an extension request since that is only for JCR Reports and this is

not mandated through the Joint Chairmen's Report. This is a separate statute.

○ What we can do is have the report that is due in January state the meetings from

this workgroup that have occurred and then a recommendation that the

workgroup be expanded due to time needed to develop further complete

recommendations.

○ The workgroup would have to vote on the recommendation of expansion to allow

time for complet report.

○ Prior to that, we need to speak with the legislators on the workgroup about

sponsoring legislation to extend the life of the workgroup.

● Next Steps

● We understand that there are technological limitations but we would like to do this

- really, it sounds like we should be clear at least to the extent that we are trying to
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do this, where it is technologically feasible - electronic records - single charges -

scenarios like that - the goal is not to be agnostic on that - we should try to open

the door where we can - clear that as we spell out the limitations and some of

difficulties - put some can do into this and set an aspiration for getting (Moon)

○ Understanding technological challenges, but any process we put in place

we come across technological challenges - court system over the last

decade has been engaging in enhancing their system and connection to law

enforcement and state’s attorney - do we need to place any language that

says there should be an assessment of the technological challenges -

hopefully this is not a stopping point (Jackson) - work them out as we go

forward

○ Not sure we would have a consensus - not a full consensus - on what we

are aspiring to - started keen on the unintended consequences - once we

heard from Morrissey, something changed because it’s not feasible or

possible right now - Cox lost focus on the bigger picture because of this.

Issue about doing this only where electronic records for immediate future -

if we do this only where electronic records are available; open a pandora’s

box - if we have partial expungement where MDEC exists, we have

excluded PG/Baltimore, which raises a real and significant equal

protection issue

○ Say - nothing of great significance can be done right now because of the

lack of technological ability and staffing issues; when this does become

available - these options can be taken into serious considerations (John)



○ Wouldn’t want us to completely say that nothing can be done - there is

technology - even when Morrissey - what they are doing moving forward

is with the expectation that the law is coming - or do you make the law

and make the technology forced (MDD)

○ Might add to the conversation - point that Moon goes back to - the

electronic record. One of the holes - the fact that electronically, the unit

rule can come off of case search but not CJIS or MDEC - maybe this is

where we take initial recommendation - electronically, whatever happens

on casesearch should be happening on MDEC and CJIS - strong first step

for partial expungement

○ Moon - sandwich self between OPD and SAO - both folks are saying

accurate things about where we are - the SAO tone is not as dire - we

might be a ways of, if ever able, to do partial expungement at scale -

Moon is grappling with that reality. Still stands that with MDEC rollout, if

we have scenarios of electronic records to mirror things on case search

that we can on CJIS it could be a worthwhile first step - achievable policy

goal; still waiting for confirmation from CJIS. Suggesting - if we can

move in direction of something like this, it starts to get at some of the

policy goals that people are trying to unlock here.

Can we do the same thing in CJIS that we are doing in Casesearch? Shielding.

Delegate Shoemaker - mechanism at the end for those with a philosophical issue with

watering down 10-107 - a dissent



Nonconvictions sometimes get in the way of people getting jobs - for JOTF this is an

employment issue - barriers like this are a problem; technology there is still an issue


